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THE THEORY OF THE MOST PERFECT WORLD IN ISLAMIC
PHILOSOPHY
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ABSTRACT

This study addresses the idea of the most possible perfect world as tackled
by Muslim theologians and philosophers. This idea appeared in the
philosophy of Plato, Aristotle, and the stoicists. Muslim theologians,
Mu’tazilah and Ash’ariya, presented the idea of Divine Goodness, Justice
and God being the Omniscience and the Omnipotence as the ground
conditions, which make the creation of the most perfect world possible.
Alkindi, who considered creation as Ibda’, creation ex nihilo, saw this
created world as the best possible perfect world, depending on the obvious
order and well-arranged structure of the world. God the creator is Good,
and for this very reason, He created this world in which everything is
connected to everything, and made man a connecting link between the
world of nature and the supernatural. Alfarabi and Avicenna (lIbn Sina)
believed that God’s act of creation is emanation of his goodness and
perfection. God created the world in the most possible good and perfect
form. Averroes (Ibn Rushd), depending on God’s providence, shows that
everything in nature is in harmony with human needs and deeds, and human
intellect can manage, change and form things in this world according to the
built-in laws of nature, and that is why Averroes considered this world as
the most possible perfect world. On the other hand, Ibn ‘Arabi considered
the world as the manifestation of God. God, who is the Perfect Being
manifests His Names in this world, creating the most perfect and good
world. Through the study, the problem of evil has been discussed, and the
Author showed that it should be interpreted as accidental and it was
necessitated by good itself.
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